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12 years on from when he brought us An American Werewolf 
In London, director John Landis reckons he hasn’t forgotten 
what it takes to make a good horror film. Anne (Nikita) 
Parillaud is the vampish vixen who only chomps down on 
bad guys in the gory Landis movie /nnocent Blood. We love 
a bit of biting satire, so we decided to investigate on your 
behalf - you can say fangs later... 


nyone who has seen An 
American Werewolf In 
London must surely realise 
hat John Landis (who wrote 
FCM cea mem iat eal ye 
ly loves horror movies. But he seems 
to have stayed well clear of the genre 
for a while now, preferring to concen- 
trate on hit comedies like Coming To 
America and Trading Places (though 
you may have spotted him in acting 
cameos in Darkman, Sleepwalkers and 
Spontaneous Combustion). 
However, he’s now back doling out 
the blood and gore by the bucket-load 
MMe cre mee ee 
iceman eed 
ie mee Clem ee 
the main vampire is a female. But that 
ete Cm Cah merely) Coe 
particularly as she’s played by Anne 
Parillaud (of Nikita fame). Parillaud 
is an ageless bloodsucker named Marie. 
Like we said, she’s a vampire, but that 
doesn’t make her a bad person. In fact 
TCM IAM NAMIC c et aL lo 
Cee Cer ead 
Tm aM ml 
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blood, so they don’t return from the 
dead as vampires themselves. 

With a Pittsburgh mob war going 
on, she has a perfect cover for her 
activities. Notorious Mafioso Sal ‘The 
Shark’ (Robert Loggia) is bumping off 
Yee CMC aera eer a) 
cops don’t think twice that maybe not 
FUR emg em me eyed 
FM CMC tC ue 
At an early stage our bloodsucking 
Ce MO Mam mel) 


of Loggia’s underlings (Anthony 


1 ae Pte ay ee eters yey 
TMM ie ee ead 
COM Care MM Clee oly 
cop! 

Parillaud then marks out the brutal 
ey Fem ae ee 
thinks he’s about to get lucky when she 
eC a mei e 
UTE Me ee rem als 
FCM et Crm emcee Cm relies Fee ee) 
shoot her in the struggle, however, and 
UMC l(a Se eA) 
ing Parillaud to flee before she can 
CMCC Cee eeaY 
Mr Cie Ble 








FCM Ay mia Cl ee 
CU CCM eh MeL Cry 
EUR Ce tam mh Aelita 
Cosa Nostra - staffed exclusively by 
vampires! 

MUO CR TL CeCe MOM itceccis 
ieee e-em le 
interrupted by periodic outbursts of 
PCCM CC ei el 
ribly funny,” he insists, “and I delib- 
erately made it so because it was inher- 
MMM ate eed ae 
The hae ee 
Vat el A ee Pe 
Ve Cea eee ee 
and people didn’t know how to deal with 
Ae OM Ct ame aed 
thing are far more sophisticated, and 
mies weea iret mre 
CMA me mimi 
same time, like in Beetlejuice.” 

PCM er ee me cad et 
CMM it mice 
TCE hae 
to throw up. Make-up ace Steve 
Oem) i mee er ae 
autopsy corpses, plus a show-stopping 
shock scene where a vampire lawyer 








MPC CeCe let eats) ml) LP 
struck by the rays of the sun. “Don 
AMIR ea a ad gt ee) 
damned,” laughs Landis. “His make- 
ups were so long. The little scene 
where he dies, he went through four 
days and he had about seven different 
make-ups. The crew loved him because 
SME ee EMT) a 
quite sad when he left.” 

You’ll remember that in the classic 
Hammer horrors of the ‘50s and ‘60s 
all it took for Chris Lee’s vampire count 
to turn a gal into a vampire was a dis- 
creet nip on the neck. “My movie is very 
different,” explains Landis. “My vam- 
mC MM he) ae eee 
they don’t make little puncture marks. 
PUA mcm ai lig 
blood. And the victims don’t swoon. 
The victim is now dead, and since he’s 
been drained of blood he has a very 
ghastly appearance. 

me OT et mah em al ed Wek h Ad 
eC Cm eC Mac maim (-t- (1B 
they don’t look so good, because they 
are in desperate need of blood. It’s 
more than food, it’s more than drugs, 
it’s beyond addiction. It’s like the way 
you desperately fight for oxygen even 
when you’re unconscious.” 

Yes, it’s sounding more like a com- 
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If you’re a dyed-in-the-wool horror 
Tam CM eae MCh my ea eae) 
MUN ei mC ET lias 
MTC eer i itech 
Pew em ek eel 
lance attendant) and Sam Raimi (as a 
meat locker worker). Other cameos 
include comic book publisher Russ 
OTe RCC ML Ca iP selet 
POT eee late ee Orato 
AM ireleg (mC CA Mire peice 
Famous Monsters editor Forrest J. 
Ackerman. 

To reward those who have been fol- 
TT ee Ue lee me 
the by-now-obligatory reference to See 
You Next Wednesday, a mythical in- 
joke movie that’s referred to in every 
mC Cae Mme my Cl) oe 
you’ll notice it’s playing at the porno 
PE wee ee ke 
breaks loose). In case you’re mystified, 
MC eta ae meh etc Mm) 
dialogue from 2001: A Space Odyssey... 

Landis explains that he has been 
avoiding horror films for a while 
because he didn’t want to get typecast 
Time <2) c eh) ete ley @) 
was a comedy monster movie; my sec- 
ond film (Kentucky Fried Movie) was 
MCh em Nm mame ire et) 




















































See 
Raveena 


een 


was a hugely successful comedy; my 
fourth film (Blues Brothers) was a musi- 
er Ch Mee mm el hace) a 
money to make this monster movie I’d 
been wanting to make for a long time! 

MUG M ema ccM ice m sp 
VT Mae muha teem em 
Cy eee hae eC) a a ee) dd 
because they are really poor. | was 
offered Star Trek: The Motion Picture. 
ee Ue 
FCM MCC Meh ts 
OO CeCe Mm las act: 
A ewer am ee Be em tei a 
OO ee Ue ee me) 
Huston!” 

SMM ese ee ee 
Tee MA ae pay acti | 
to the horror genre? Not according 
to Landis, who cynically admits: 
mM Mmm | ey 
been done before 1926. It’s like a 
decade thing. Each decade there’s a 
PCT meee lm Cicer lmil ies 
SC ma eee lec) am dt ee bee 
same with Westerns, love stories, 
gangster movies. Each decade has a 
ETE SLi Merit eh ed eam) me Fe 
ey em ma ee 

met ee eh ee 
Innocent Blood is a different take on 
horror films. | didn’t think An 
American Werewolf was a different 


Se Ce Re cee era SS 
Ra cee ea 
ce 

ISR 


take on horror films. | think the reason 
American Werewolf was so successful 
was that my approach was extremely 
realistic. The humour came out of the 
basic absurdity of the situation. The 
reason that Werewolf was funny was 
Teter Mit Thee pa ema hee 
struck a nerve because it was how 
real people would react in those cir- 
cumstances.” 

Though American Werewolf was 
Cae Miyata ae Mite md 
a small fortune when released on 
video. “Polygram made 12 feature 
films,” chuckles Landis, “and 
American Werewolf was the only one 
MUM edb ee eae 
have just signed. a deal with Polygram 
to make a sequel. I’m writing it now 
FCO MT mallee am: am C-y:) ee) es 
ETM Cy RM ime aah el 
ae TCI eA my 
of the same characters, who will be 
played by most of the same actors.” 

iM Meike ee aa 
whether Innocent Blood will inspire 
a follow-up. The film’s UK release was 
held up due to its poor box office per- 
formance in the States, and we can 
now expect it to be making an exit to 
the video racks early in 1994. It’s a 
bloody shame, but we’ll be waiting, 
like the suckers we are... 
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